
Better Recorder Playing by June 2020 

About the Course 

This is a course for people who enjoy playing the recorder, can play many of the notes and 
straightforward rhythms, and would like to improve their skills, especially in an ensemble, 
whether purely for pleasure or to share with others through performance. The course is 
suitable for any size of recorder, and participants will be encouraged to have a go at other 
sizes. 

By the end of the course, participants should be able to: 

• play fluently throughout the range of the instrument in the most commonly used 10 
keys 

• have a range of tonguing patterns and be able to apply them appropriately 

• play accurately and expressively music at an intermediate level 

• be a confident and competent member of a recorder ensemble with one instrument 
to a part, both in terms of playing, and rehearsing together effectively without a 
conductor 

• be able to read at sight at a level appropriate to their performance skills 

• tackle music from the 15th to the 17th century with understanding of the styles, 
structures, textures and rhythm 

By June 2020, participants completing the course will be approximately at the level 
required for ABRSM Grade IV, although the course is not focussed on taking an exam, or, 
indeed, giving performances. 

There are two sessions a month, one on a Monday and one on a Wednesday afternoon in 
the hopes that all who would like to attend can fit at least one in. Both sessions in the 
month cover the same content. People are welcome to come to both. The first half hour or 
so focusses on technique – mainly fingering and tonguing, and the remaining time is spent 
on ensemble skills. 

There's a pack of music provided for each month containing everything needed, but 
people are encouraged to supplement this wirh other music they have or find. It's useful to 
have a music stand both for the sessions and for practice at home. 

In order to make progress, participants need to be able to do some practice in between 
sessions. Ideally, at least some members will be able to get together from time to time to 
work as ensembles. 

We meet at members' houses, so there is no cost for room hire. Felton Music provides the 
music packs – 50p a month from each participant covers the printing costs of those.
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